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The earliest of Aeschylus' plays to survive is "The Persians" (Persai), 
performed in 472 BC and based on experiences in Aeschylus's own life, 
specifically the Battle of Salamis. It is unique among surviving Greek 
tragedies in that it describes a recent historical event. "The Persians" 
focuses on the popular Greek theme of hubris by blaming Persia's loss on 
the pride of its king. It is the second and only surviving part of a now 
otherwise lost trilogy that won the first prize at the dramatic competitions in 
Athens’ City Dionysia festival in 472 BCE, with Pericles serving as choregos. 
The first play in the trilogy was called "Phineus"; it presumably dealt with 
Jason and the Argonauts' rescue of King Phineus from the torture that the 
monstrous harpies inflicted at the behest of Zeus. The subject of the third 
play, "Glaucus," was either a mythical Corinthian king who was devoured by 
his horses because he angered the goddess Aphrodite or a Boeotian farmer 
who ate a magical herb that transformed him into a sea deity with the gift of 
prophecy. In "The Persians," Xerxes invites the gods' enmity for his hubristic 
expedition against Greece in 480/79 BCE; the focus of the drama is the 
defeat of Xerxes' navy at Salamis. Aeschylus himself had fought the 
Persians at Marathon (490 BC). He may also have fought at Salamis, just 
eight years before the play was performed. Summary by Wikipedia & Expatriate) 
Read by Expatriate.  Total running time: 01:07:40

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.
Cover picture Greek vase painting of Xerxes seeking advice about invading Greece. Darius 
sits watching. Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 
yrs laws. Cover design by Annise. This design is in the public domain. 

The Persians                          A
eschylus


